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HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

l .  The words of  th is  favor i te  Chr is tmas hymn were wr i t ten a lmost  250 years ago by one of  the most  famous
wr i ters of  a l l  t ime,  Char les Wesley.  The music  was wr i t ten by a wel l -known music ian about  I00 years la ter ,
Fel ix  Mendelssohn.  They both d id some remarkable th ings dur ing thei r  l ives.  Let  us take a look at  each:

I  l .  Rhymed Words in  Hymns

Hymns are easier  to  memor ize because most  of ten they use rhymed words.  ln  th is  hymn the rhymed words
appear in  the same l ine of  music .  F ind the words that  rhyme wi th those g iven below:

s i n g  ( s t a n  z a  1 ) ear th (s tanza 3)

b r ings  (s tanza  3 )adored (stanza 2)

r i s e  ( s t a n z a  1 ) reconc i led  (s tan  za  1 )

d  ie  (s tan  za  3 ) E m m a n u e l  ( s t a n z a 2 ) _

Meaning of  Words

This famous hymn has several words that we do not use today in normal conversation. See if you can match
the words wi th the i r  meaning.  F ind the word in  the hymn f i rs t  and then t ry  to  decide i ts  meaningfrom
the c hoices e iven:

i l 1 .

Char les  Wes ley

T h e  1 8 t h  c h i l d  o f  S u s a n n a  a n d  S a m u e l  W e s l e y

Went  away  to  schoo l  a t  e igh t  where  on ly
La t in  was  spoken

Wro te  a  hymn tex t  a lmos t  every  day  a f te r
h  i s  convers ion

Wro te  abou t  6500  hymns /poems fo r  a l l
seasons  o f  the  church  year

lmpor tan t  Words

Hera ld

Offspr ing

Incarna te  D ie ty

God head

E m  m a n u e l

F e l i x  M e n d e l s s o h n

B o r n  i n t o  a  J e w i s h  f a m i l y ,  b u t  w r o t e  m u s i c
fo r  Chr i s t ians

P layed  h is  f i r s t  pub l i c  p iano  per fo rmance
at age rf ine

Composed  f i ve  symphon ies  by  12  years
of age

lVrote two famous oratorios, El i jah and
St. Poul

Poss ib le  Mean ings

A.  God  ex is t ing  as  th ree  persons ,  Fa ther ,  Son  and  Ho ly  Sp i r i t

B .  A  n a m e  t h a t  m e a n s  " G o d  i s  w i t h  u s "  ( M a t t h e w  1 : 2 3 )

C.  A  new baby  i s  somet imes  ca l led  by  th i s  word

D.  One  tha t  announces  impor tan t  news

E.  To  g ive  God a  body  and  human fo rm th rough  Jesus

Hark ! new-born King !"
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